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Amendments to the Claims 



The claims have been amended as follows 



(Currently Amended) An image decoding apparatus for decoding 
a first coded bit stream into which first header information 
[including a start code of a first kind] and image coded data 
encoded in a first coding scheme are multiplexed, or for decoding 
a second coded bit stream into which second header information 
[including, in the same layer as the start code of the'rirst 
^ kind, a start code of a second kind different f roij/the first 

kind] and image coded data encoded in a second/coding scheme are 
multiplexed, said image decoding apparatus/comprising: 

coding scheme decision means for ir^king a decision as to 
whether a received coded bit stream/s the first coded bit stream 
or the second coded bit stream [^n response to the first header 
information or to the second Xeader information; 

decoding means for decoding image coding information on the 
second coding scheme included in the second header information by 
receiving the seconja coded bit stream; and 

setting mea^fs for setting, by receiving the first coded bit 
stream, the yKage coding information on the second coding scheme 

to image coding information on the first coding 
scheme Included in the first header information, 

erein said image decoding apparatus decodes the image 
codejd data included in the first coded bit stream or in the 
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second coded bit stream in response to the image coding 
information set by said setting means or in response to the image 
coding information decoded by said decoding means] and output ting 
a coding scheme identifier accoidingly, based on a start code of 
a first kind included in the first header information or a start 
code of a second kind, different: from the start code of the first 
kind, included in the second header information on the same layer 
as the start code of the first /kind, the first header information 
/ further including first image /coding information and the second 
header information further including second image coding 
information, / 

wherein the coding scheme identifier is used to switch 
between alternative decoding steps for decoding the image coded 
data in the first coded bit /stream or the image coded data in the 
second coded bit stream . / 

Claims 2-3 (canceled) . / 

4. (Original) The image/ decoding apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said coding scheme decision means makes the decision in 
response to an H.263 stiart code included in the first header 
information, or to a w)L (Video Object Layer) start code included 
in the second header iinf ormation . 
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5. (Original) The image decoding apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said coding scheme decision means makes the decision in 
response to a picture start code included in the first header 
information, or to a VO (Video Objeict) start code included in the 
second header information. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image co ling apparatus comprising: 

coding means for generating a first coded bit stream by 
encoding an image signal in a first coding scheme in accordance 
with a first predetermined compression algorithm standard ; and 

header information multiplexing means for multiplexing, into 
the first coded bit stream, header information , including image 
coding information in accordance with a second predetermined 
compression algorithm standard, /for ensuring compatibility with a 
second coded bit stream encoded in a second coding scheme [, the 
first header information including a start code of a first kind, 
and second header information of the second coded bit stream 
including, in the same layer as the start code of the first kind, a 
start code of a second kind/ different from the first kind] in 
accordance with the second /predetermined compression algorithm 
standard . / 

7. (Original) The image coming apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein said header information multiplexing means multiplexes, 
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as the header information for ensnaring the compatibility, a start 
code of the second coding scheme, land coding scheme 
identification information indicative of the first coding scheme. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image communications system comprising: 
coding means for generating a first coded bit stream by 
encoding an image signal in a first coding scheme in accordance 
with a first predetermined compression algorithm standard ; 

decoding means for decoding a second coded bit stream coded in 
a second coding scheme in accordance with a second predetermined 
compression algorithm standard ; and 

coded bit stream converting means for transmitting the first 
coded bit stream received from said coding means to said decoding 
means, after multiplexing into the first coded bit stream first 
header information , including image coding information in 
accordance with the second predetermined compression algorithm 
standard, for ensuring compatibility, which is received from said 
decoding means [, the first /header information including a start 
code of a first kind, and second header information of the second 
coded bit stream including/ in the same layer as the start code of 
the first kind, a start cpde of a second kind different from the 
first kind] . 



9. (Currently Amended) / A coded bit stream converting apparatus 
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A 



comprising : 

syntax analyzing means for inputting a first coded bit stream 
generated in a first coding scheme in accordance with a first 



predetermined compression algorit 



hm standard, and for extracting 



first header information , including image coding information in 
accordance with a second predetermined compression algorithm 
standard, in the first coding scHeme and image coded data; 

decoding means for decoding the first header information 
extracted; 

header information setting /means for setting and coding second 
header information in a second coding scheme in response to the 
first header information decoded by said decoding means [, the first 
header information including k start code of a first kind, and the 
second header information including, in the same layer as the start 
code of the first kind, a /start code of a second kind different 
from the first kind] ; and 

multiplexing means fo£ generating a second coded bit stream by 
multiplexing image coded /data extracted by said syntax analyzing 
means with the second Meader information coded by said header 
information setting means. 



10. (Currently Amended) An image decoding apparatus for decoding 
a first coded bit stream into which first header information 
including a start code of a first kind and image coded data 
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encoded in a first coding schema are multiplexed, or for decoding 



a second coded bit stream into w 
including, in the same layer as 
a start code of a second kind di 
image coded data encoded in a se 



lich second header information 
the start code of the first kind, 
fferent from the first kind and 
ond coding scheme are 



multiplexed, said image decoding apparatus comprising: 

coding scheme decision means for making a decision as to 
whether a received coded bit stream is the first coded bit stream 
or the second coded bit stream in response to the first header 
information or to the second heaper information , and for setting 
the coding scheme thus determined as the coding scheme 
identification information ; 

first decoding means for dedoding the first header information 
by receiving the first coded bin stream; and 

second decoding means for /decoding the first [image coding 
information on the second codding scheme included in the second] 
header information by receiving the [second] first coded bit stream 



scheme 


and for setting 


the 


image 


coding 


information on the second 


coding 


scheme based on 


the 


image 


coding 


information on the first 



coding scheme thus decoded , 

wherein said image decoding apparatus decodes [, when the 
coded bit stream received is the first coded bit stream, the image 
coded data included in thjfe first coded bit stream in response to 
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the first header information deqoded by said first decoding means, 
and decodes, when the coded bit fetream received is the second coded 



bit stream, the image coded data 
stream in response to the image 
second decoding means] the image 



included in the second coded bit 
eroding information decoded by said 
coded data included in the first 



coded bit stream or the image coded data included in the second 



coded bit stream, based on the 



image coding information on the 



second coding scheme, by switching between alternative decoding 



steps depending on the coding sch 



erne identification information set 



by said coding scheme decision msans 



11. (Currently Amended) An image 
first coded bit stream into 
including a start code specific 



decoding apparatus for decoding a 
which first header information 
to the H.263 coding scheme and 



image coded data encoded in the H.263 coding scheme are 
multiplexed, or for decoding a /second coded bit stream into which 
second header information inc]Aiding a start code specific to the 
MPEG-4 coding scheme and image coded data encoded in the MPEG- 4 
coding scheme are multiplexed, said image decoding apparatus 
comprising : 

coding scheme decision | means for making a decision as to 



whether a received coded bit 



information or to the seconc 



stream is the first coded bit stream 



or the second coded bit stream [in response to the first header 



header information; 



decoding means for decoding 
MPEG-4 coding scheme included in 
receiving the second coded bit st 
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image coding information on the 
the second header information by 
ream; and 



setting means for setting, by receiving the first coded bit 
stream, the image coding information on the MPEG-4 coding scheme 
included in the first header information, 

wherein said image decoding apparatus decodes the image 
coded data included in the first /coded bit stream or in the 
second coded bit stream in response to the image coding 
information set by said setting peans or in response to the image 
coding information decoded by said decoding means] and outputting 
a coding scheme identifier accordingly, based on the start code 
specific to the H.263 coding sctheme or the start code specific to 
the MPEG-4 coding scheme, 

wherein the coding scheme/ identifier is used to switch 
between alternative decoding s/beps for decoding the image coded 
data encoded in the first coddd bit stream or the image coded 
data encoded in the second coped bit stream . 

12. (Previously Added) The /image coding apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein the first ccpding scheme is the H.263 standard and 
the second coding scheme is|MPEG-4. 



13. (Previously Added) The/ image coding apparatus according to 
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claim 8, wherein the first coding! scheme is the H.263 standard and 
the second coding scheme is MPEG- 



14. (Previously Added) The image 
claim 9, wherein the first coding 
the second coding scheme is MPEG- 



15. (Previously Added) The image coding apparatus according to 



coding apparatus according to 
scheme is the H.263 standard and 



claim 10, wherein the first coding 
the second coding scheme is MPEG-4 



scheme is the H.263 standard and 



16. (Currently Amended) An image cecoding apparatus for decoding a 
first coded bit stream into vrhich first header information 



including a start code of a first 
in a first coding scheme are mult 
coded bit stream into which second! 



the same layer as the start code of the first kind, a start code of 



first kind and image coded data 
2me are multiplexed, said image 



kind and image coded data encoded 
Lplexed, or for decoding a second 
header information including, in 



a second kind different from the 
encoded in a second coding sch 
decoding apparatus comprising: 

coding scheme decision mealns for making a decision as to 
whether a received coded bit stream is the first coded bit stream 
or the second coded bit stream, oased on a start code included in 



the first header information or 



n the second header information; 
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decoding means for decoding image coding information on the 
second coding scheme included in the second header information by 

stream; and 

the image coding information on the 
image coding information on the 
the first header information, 
apparatus decodes the image coded 
bit stream or in the second coded 
bit stream, based on the imagfe coding information set by said 
setting means, the image coding information decoded by said 
decoding means and a result of decision by said coding scheme 
decision means, said image coding information set by said setting 



receiving the second coded bit 
setting means for setting 

second coding scheme, based on 

first coding scheme included in 
wherein said image decoding 

data included in the first codec 



means being used to control i 



Iternative decoding steps of the 



second coding scheme . 

17. (New) The image decoding 
wherein the coding scheme i 
switch between decoding steps 
the image coded data of the 
coded data of the second coded 



de nt 



apparatus according to claim 1, 
ification information is used to 
for coefficient data that constitute 
irst coded bit stream or the image 
bit stream. 
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